


U.S.5. FLETCHER DD—445

c/o Fleet Post Oifice
San Froncisce, Colifornia 94801 Im reply refer to:

T all crew=-members nand friends of FLETCHER:

The cover-design of this publication depicts two silhouettes
which have long been familiar in the Viesterm Facific. These are
the Torii gath.and the FLETCHER class destroyer. The origin and
sirnificance of the Torii have prown somewhat obscure with the
passage of time. The FLETCHIR and other dastroyers of her class,
despite the fanct that much of their fame and greatness came from
dashing performances in the past, bring to today's fleet a set of
weapons nnd carnbilities which render them still very useful and
effective in their own specialized brand of warfare,

The everts leading to the placement of these two desipgns on the
cover of thin book nre now a part of history. But history expands
to include this ship and her crew, und others like them, esch time
a visit to the far eazst is mnde by one of.their nunber. _

The international situation has changed considerably since
FLETCHER's first voyage to this part of the world. MHowever, the
necesegity for her to make periodic return trips is buuicallr the
same, although somewhat more difficult to visualize, This is because
today's strupsle is not against nn actively aggressive enemy, but
rather agninst the spread of an idea. This idea is communism,
whose concepts and gpoals represent a direct threat to our way of
life, our form of government nnd ‘he freedoms we cherish for our-
selves and our children. The jprime deterrent to the spread of the
communiat tide in the Pacific ia the SEVENTH Fleet, of which
FLETCHER hos been a part during these four months.

An dvvortsnt benefit of these visits that we all feel is the
oprortunity we have to meset, on an individual basis, peoples of
other nations; and to extand te them, throurh the People-to-

Pecple Frorrnm, evidences of our national generosity ond friendship.
A return is felt in that our perconal horizons are brondened with

an incresgsed understanding of ke peoples involved. It is poasible
that n lonr=term benefit may be that the need for future separations
fron fomilies and loved cnes may diminish because of contacts made
today batween the individunls who make up nations.

During our cruise to the Yestern Pacific the crew of the FLETCESR
has undertaken ecch new task with chnracteristic enthuslasm.: All

S hands hnve given their utmost to make a success of their own
particular jobs nnd to enter into the team effort #so neceasary to
real verformance in any ship. It hes been most rewarding to see

this ship ond crew enrry out today's teaks with the sanme pride and
dedicntion timt distinguished her more than twenty years ago.
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Compander, U.S5. Navy
Commending Gfficer
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FREMONT E. REICHWEIN

Commander Reichwein was born in 1926 in Pasadena, California, and studied in schools in
the vicinity of that city. He attended California Institute of Technology, where he entered
the Navy in 1943 through the V-12 Program. He graduated in 1946,

He served in the USS SAINT PAUL (CA-73) prior to the Korean War; and on the Staff,
Commander Service Squadron THREE and on the USS MOUNT KATMAI (AE-16) during
that conflict. His next assignment was on the Staff, Commander Fleet Training Group, San
Diego. After a tour as instructor in Ordnance and Gunnery at the General Line School,
Monterey, California, Commander Reichwein served as Operations Officer of the USS
AGERHOLM (DD-826) and then as Executive Officer of the USS ROGERS (DDR-876). In
1959, he entered the U, S Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, to undertake a course in
Ordnance Engineering, upon completion of which he received the degree of Master of Science
in Physics in 1962. He reported aboard USS FLETCHER from a tour of duty as Weapons
Officer of the USS KITTY HAWK (CVA-63)

Commander Reichwein is married to the former Irmingard Lindner of Munich, Germany,
They now reside in Honolulu with their three children.
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Born in New York City in
1924. Lt. Watson began his
Naval career in September of
: 1942  after having attended
George Washington High School

' A TN EANT Following recruit training at
'l{)l lh \h A I S }:\ Newport, Rhode Island, he

reported aboard  the LisS
LEXINGTON in February 1943,
a5 a Radarman Striker, and left that ship three vears later as Radarman Chiel After a

tour of duty aboard the USS PHILIPPINE SEA and several tours of duty as an instructor,
Mr. Watson was commissioned Ensign in October 1955.

He began his career as a General Line Officer, aboard the USS E. A. GREEN where he
held the billots of Second Division Officer, Communications Officer, Engineering Officer, and
Operations Officer. A one vear tour on the Staff of COMDESDIV 42, began in November
1957, and was subsequently followed by assignments as Commanding Officer of USS SPOONBILL
and US5 BITTERN. From January 1961 until September 1963, Mr. Watson was a member
of the Staff of CINCPACFLT. He assumed the duties of Executive Officer of thz FLETCHER
in July 1967

Mr. Watson is married to the former Joanne Sides, a former Navy Nurse. They reside
at 316 Center Drive, Honolulu with their 2 children, Casev and Virginia.



We began at
B-25 on March
23rd, 1964



























































































































































































