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FLETCHER HISTORY

THE BEGINNING

In March 1934 Congress authorized the design and building of a ship thal was to  be-
come the forerunner of the modern American destroyer; a ship for whom no job was
{oo menial and no task teo great. October 2, 1941 in Kearny, New Jersey her keel was
latd, On May 3, 1942, she slid down the ways. Named for Admiral Frapk Friday
FLETCHER, holder of the Congressional Medal of Honor, she was christened by that
naval hero's wife. On June 30, 1942 FLETCHER'S commissioning pennant was hoisted
and she was readied for sea.

TO BATTLE

In August 1942 the Coral Sea had been won and the Imperial Japanese Navy was driven
paek from Midway, Two carriers nnd nine destroyers had been lost. The Solomons
gituntion was eritical, On Novernber 13, 1942, in the battle of Guadalcanal, which has
often been cited as the most furious surface engagement ever fought, FLETCHER
steained to the great South Pagific battle arena and had her baptism of fire. That night
she assisted in sinking a Japanese light cruiser, but her outstanding eontribution to the
hattle was the single-handed destruction of a heavy cruiser. Our losses after that ter-
rible twenty-four minutes were one battleship, two cruisers and five destroyers all
surik; two cruisers and seven destroyers damaged. A staggering toll, yet the FIGHT -
ING FLETCHER emerged from the battle without a seralch. A ship of tempered steel
whose luck was solid geld; a luck that was to hold almost to the end of the war. Her
hattle record reads like the history of the great Pacific war: Guadalcanal, Tassafar-
‘onga, Gilbert Islands, Hollandia, New Guinea, Mindoreo, Corregidor and Borneo. She
steamed over 200,000 miles in three years with but one engineering casualty, FLETCHER
suffered her first. (and only) hit by the enemy in February 1945. A shore battery
on Corregidor scored, knocking out both forward gun mounts, tuking the lives of seven
men and wounding six others, Damage was guickly controlled, largely through the
gfforts of Elmer C. Bigelow, WT 2/C, USNR, who gave his life when he plunged into
the hurning ammunition magazine and extinguished the fire. BIGELOW was posthu-
mously awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor. In February 1957 the destroyer
BIGELOW was launched in honor of FLETCHER'S hero. On May 31, 1945 FLETCHER
arrived in San Pedro, California for her first overhaul. Early in 1948 FLETCHER
went through modernization and conversion. On Octoher 3, 1949, she was recom-
missioned as an escort destroyer. With her new armament and equipment, her pri-
mary task was to hunt dewn and kill submarines. At the outbreak of hostilities in
Karea, the old warhorse climbed back into harness and joined the Seventh Fleet.

Agaln her battle record reads like the history of the Korean Conflict: Inchon, Amgak,
Suk To Island, Peppa Kotsu, Hosen, Nenjo Chi, Hungnan and Wonsun, Her presence

in the battle line reassured all who knew the gallant ship from days past.

TODAY

The FLETCHER was redesignated destroyer in 1961, Now an all-pyrpose destroyer,
she is part of Destroyer Squadron TWENTY=-FIVE homeported in Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii. Her duties include nuval gunfire support, antisubmarine warfare, convoy and
escort duties as well as search and rescue. FLETCHER again is seeing action in the
struggle for peace in Vietnam, and like the gallant old lady she is, her wake can be

seen as one of the Seventh T'leet's best.



standard displacement .. .. . .+ .

2050 tons

Jol tons

49 knots



18 MAY 1967
To: The Officers and Men of FLETCHER

When I received my assignment to command the FIGHTING
FLETCHIR, I knew this was a destroyer twenty-{lve years in
age with an outstanding battle record. FLETCHER was a proud
ship that had participated in Werld War II, Korean Confliect
and now with guns blazing was again back in action support=
ing the Free World Forces in the Republiec of Vietnam,

During this deployment, we have added another illustri-
ous page in the history of FLETCHER'S accomplishments.
FILTCHER was asaigned many different types of duty and not
once did she fail to answer all bells, This outstanding
record was primarily due to the "ean do" spirlt amd profes=-
sional ability of the officers and men, This feeling and
attitude was a source of great persomal pride and pleasure
to me,

There were two highlights to this crulse, One was our
visit to Brisbane, Australia, The other and by far the most
important, was our gunfire support for an element of the Third
Marine Division and RVN Marines in the I Corps area south of
Danang. During this Search and Destroy Mission, our five ineh
guna destroyed many enemy Lroops and targets, To say the least,
our aceurate shooting was pgreatly appreclated ashore,

In years to come, as you browse through this cruise book,
1 sincerely hope it will bring back fond remories of the crulse
and Tecall the fine officers ard men that were your shipmates,

e @ \lﬁﬂn.}».
LESLTE A. TATIAK, Jr




COMMANDING
OFFICER

ChH,
L. A, TAYLOR
LN

Commander Leslle A, Taylor, Jr., USN be-
gan his naval career by enlisting as a Seaman
Apprentice in 1942, l]urlng World War [1, he
servied In the South Pacific as o torpedomiin
assigned to Motor Boat Squadron Three, Nine
nnd Twenty-OUne. Commander Taylor was
discharged from the Navy in 19486,

From 1946 to 1949, Commander Tavlor at-
tended Eastern Washington State College
graduating with 8 BA in Economics. During
the khorean conflict, he was recalled and com-
missioned Ensign in 1950, Since that time he
has served aboard the destroyer USS MC
DERMUT (DD=-677) as operations officer; in-
structor, Fleet Sonar School, San Diego; Ex-
scutive officer, USS FIRM (MSO=444): oper-
ntions officer COMCORTRON THREE; oper-
ations officer, COMNAVFOR Japan; Execu-
tive Officer USS HIGBEE {(DDR=-806); and
Commanding Officer, Uss FINCH (DER-328).
Just before coming to FLETCHER, the Com=
mander served in the Logistics,/Plans Divi-
gion of Commander in Chiel, Pacific.

Commander Taylor holds the following
decorations and medals: Joint Service Com=
meéndation Medal, Presidential Unit Cita-
tion (1 star), Good Conduct Medal; Ameri=
can Theater, Asiatic Pacific Campaign (4
stars) , World War Il Vietory, Navy Occupa-
tion Service Medal, Nationnl Defense Serv-
ice Medal (1 stan , Korean Service Medal

{4 stars), Vietnam Service Ribbon (2 stars),
Unmited Nations service Medal, Korean
Presidentinl Unit Citation and Vietnam
Campaign Medal.




EXECUTIVE OFFICER

LCDH
F. L. BRADY JR,
USH

Lieutenant Commander Frederick L, BRADY
Jr., UsN LCDH Brady was born {n Denver,
Colorado on April 14, 1927, He first en-
listed in the Navy in April 1944, Designated
s Combat Alrerewman In December 1944,
he served in a variety of flying billets as

in alr gunner and radioman.

Acceptance into the Fleet Integration Pro-
grum led to his commission as an unre-
stricted line officer in September 19556,
From then, until August 1957, he served
iboard the USS Kenneth . Balley (DDR-
713 as Damage Control Assistant and CIC
Officer. Fleeting up to Operations Officer,
he transferred to USS John Paul Jones (DD-
932) on which he served until August 1958,

Two yvears ol shore duty at the Fleet Air
Detense Tralning Center, Dam Neck, Vir-
ginin well prepared Mr, Brady for his next
tour at sea duty as CIC Officer of USS Saint
Paul (CA=-T3). The newly formed stafil of
LCommander, Cruiser-Destrover Flotilla
Eleven provided the then LT Brady with
his Iirst taste of command antisubmarine
warfare planning as the staff ASW officer.
In October 1964 he commenced a tour of
duty ns Future Operations and Scheduling
Officer with Commander, Amtisubmarine
Warfare, Pacific.

selected for the Naval War College, Mr.
Hrady attended the school of Command and
Staff with the class of 1966. Upon gradu-
ition he was ordered to his present duty

s Executive Officer of USS Fletcher
(DIX=445).

































































































































































































