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October 25, 1942. Date is estimated. From newly formed CTF 64 to TF 64.  Battle plan 
for possible encounter with Japanese warships that night near Savo Island.  No enemy 
ships were encountered. 
 



 
November 4, 1942. The date is estimated based on the best information available. From 
CTF 67 to TF 67, “To all hands X A splendid performance by each and every one of you 
X My congratulations on the best firing the Japs had a chance to see this side of Hell.” 



 
November 11, 1942. This message appears to be preparing Fletcher and other units for a 
possible night action. On the night of the 12th and 13th Fletcher participated in what was 
later called the First Battle of Guadalcanal where she earned her nickname, “Lucky 13”.  
This image was scanned from a carbon copy hence the poor quality. 



 
November 11, 1942. This message appears to be a follow up message to the one above 
outlining the composition of the task group’s battle formation approximately 36 hours  
prior to the First Battle of Guadalcanal in which all 12 of the other ships were either sunk 
or damaged. Only Fletcher emerged without a scratch thereby earning her nickname, 
“Lucky 13”. 
 



 
January 4, 1943. A two page message from CTF 67 to Fletcher and USS O’Bannon, this 
poorly written message appears to refer to the planned bombardment of Munda that took 
place early on January 5th. 



 
January 6, 1943. From CTF 67 to all hands advising of an incident the previous day when 
the USS O’Bannon attempted to rescue two Japanese aviators whose plane was shot 
down.  One fired on his would be rescuers with a pistol. He was then shot.  The other, 
believed to be an enlisted man, was rescued and later died of his wounds. 
 



 
February 12, 1943. A CTF67 message to all hands announcing that on the previous day, 
”an excellent sound attack with depth charges by the Fletcher spelled doom to the Jap” . 
An aircraft from cruiser Helena assisted.  The submarine sunk by Fletcher was later 
identified as the RO-102 although some sources list it as being the I-18. 
 



 
March 6, 1943. From CTG 68.3 to CTF 68 outlining Fletcher, Radford, Nicholas and 
O’Bannon’s actions during the bombardment of Munda, New Georgia. 
 



 
April 2, 1943. Date estimated. From CTF 67 to TF 67.  “To all hands X We are engaged 
in covering our troop ships now in sight X One unit is to bombard enemy airfield 
tomorrow night X Our marine aircraft bombed enemy destroyers yesterday X All hands 
alert to sink Japs.” During this period Fletcher was on escort duty in the Guadalcanal, 
Russell Islands and Purvis Bay area. 
 



 
November 18, 1943. From DesDiv92 on USS Boyd to ComDesDiv42 on Fletcher, 
“Desdiv 92 is proud to be with veteran members of the first team.” 



 
November 22, 1943. The headers on this message are missing so the date is estimated and 
is probably plus or minus two days in accuracy.  It is a situation report, probably from 
CTG 50.2 in Enterprise, regarding the onging invasion of Tarawa which began on the 
20th. 



 
November 26, 1943. From USS Radford to CTG 50.2 USS Enterprise outlining an attack 
on a possible submarine the previous day. Explosions were heard and oil and debris rose 
to the surface.  Radford was later credited with sinking Japanese submarine I-40. 
 



 
November 26, 1943. From CTU 50.2.4 in Fletcher to CTG 50.2 in Enterprise.  A follow 
up message to the one above saying Radford’s prospects of having sunk a sub appeared 
good and outlining the reasons why.  It commends Radford’s CO, Commander Griggs. 
 



 
November 26, 1943. From CTG 50.2 in USS Enterprise to All Units.  Although this 
message is dated 1942 there is strong evidence it is from 1943.  It outlines Enterprise’s 
actions during an air attack the night before during the Gilbert Islands campaign which 
was supporting landings on Tarawa and Makin. 
 



 
November 27, 1943. From CTG 50.2 in USS Enterprise to CTU 50.2.4 (Fletcher, 
Radford & Jenkins). “I will be very sorry to see you go X You have done a fine job and it 
made me feel very safe to have you around X Good luck and good hunting.” 
 



 
November 29, 1943. From CTG 50.3 in USS Essex to TG 50.3. “This force now 
preceding to area NE of Marshalls to rendezvous with Admiral Pownall in Yorktown task 
force X From this position an air attack will be launched against enemy naval units now 
concentrating in Marshals.” 
 



 
December 3, 1943. From CTF 50 in USS Yorktown to TF 50.  “Be ready for anything 
after 1700 Yoke today X Be accurate X Keep cool and hit them hard.” 
 



 
December 3, 1943. From Comscreen to Screen.  Battle plan for the invasion of Kwajalein 
which began the following day. 
 



 
December 9, 1943. From CincPac to CTF 50, CFG 50.3 (including Fletcher) and CTU 
50.1.2.  “Welcome to Pearl X Congratulations on further setback to Nip in Marshalls X 
Your pilots well deserve a good rest X Nimitz.” 
 



 
January 22, 1944. Two messages from CincPac to CTF53 and the response. Best wishes 
as TF53 departs Hawaii enroute to Wotje and Kwajalein. 



 
January 27, 1944. Date is estimated. From CTU 53.2.5 in USS Remey to TU 53.2.5. 
Outlines the patrol stations of several destroyers who are escorting transports as the TU 
steamed toward Wotje Island in the Marshalls. 
 



 
January 30, 1944. From ComDesRon 2 in USS Morris to DesRon 2 and Fletcher. “In this 
game the little pips and faint echoes pay off. Finders is keepers.” Fletcher was 
participating in the bombardment of Wotje Island at the time. 
 



 
January 30, 1944. ComDesRon 2 in USS Morris to USS Anderson. A message of 
condolence to USS Anderson after that destroyer’s bridge received a direct hit from 
Japanese shore fire at Wotje Island which killed several men including the commanding 
officer. Fletcher topside personnel witnessed this attack. 


